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A hundred pages on Internal Parasites, by Drs. Griffiths, Munson, 
Guillemard, Verco and Stirling, complete the volume in a most highly 
satisfactory manner, presenting the subject very fully and with many 
instructive illustrations. C. H. 


Incompatibilities in Prescriptions, for Students in Pharmacy and 
Medicine and Practising Pharmacists and Physicians. By Edsel 
A. Ruddiman, Ph.M., M.D., Adjunct Professor of Pharmacy and Materia 
Medica in Vanderbilt University. Pp. iv. 264. New York: John Wiley 
&. Sons, 1897. 

The first part of this volume coutains in convenient and condensed 
form the more common incompatibilities; the second, a list of incom¬ 
patible prescriptions to the number of three hundred and twenty-five. 
Following this are explanatory notes which point out the difficulty and 
give the best means of avoiding or overcoming it. On page 240 is a 
table showing the effect of rubbing together equal weights of two solids. 
There are two indexes—one to incompatibilities and the other to pre¬ 
scriptions. That such a book is needed by the physician the prescription- 
files of any pharmacy would demonstrate, and that the pharmacist could 
profit from its study the frequent, unnecessarily unsightly bottles sent 
out from the shops are evidence. In examining five hundred consecutive 
prescriptions from an excellent pharmacist, written by one hundred and 
eighteen physicians, we recently found chemical incompatibility in 7.2 
and physiological in 6.2 per cent. We all can improve our prescribing 
by studying this book. How many syphilographers, for instance, are 
aware that corrosive sublimate is slowly converted into calomel by the 
compound syrup of sarsaparilla (p. 63), or that milk-sugar when tritu¬ 
rated with calomel changes some of it into corrosive sublimate (p. 65)? 
As to the correctness of the statements contained in the book the author 
frequently gives his authority and often shows that he has verified the 
observations of others. We doubt very much, however, if morphine is 
physiologically incompatible with paraldehyde (p. 78), since respiratory 

E aralysis is a marked feature in poisoning from either. The author is to 
e congratulated upon his rigid adherence to modern chemical and phar- 
macopoeial nomenclature—a custom more honored in the hreach than in 
the observance. But we prefer alcoholic potassium hydrate (p. 43) to 
alcoholic potash (p. 46 and elsewhere), and alkaline rather than alkali 
hydrates. Typographical errors are extremely rare—picrotexin (p. 63) 
is an example. The volume exhibits the result of patient research and 
long-continued industry, and its appearance should be rewarded by 
better work by the physician as well as by the pharmacist. 

R. W. W. 


Vade-Mecum of Ophthalmological Therapeutics. By Dr. Lax- 
dolt and Dr. Gygax, of Paris. 16mo., pp. vi. 138. Philadelphia: J. 
B. Lippincott Company, 1898. 

The statement of the authors that “ This work is not a treatise of 
ophthalmological therapy, nor is it a dictionary,” indicates that they 
feel that their work borders upon both of these. 
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REVIEWS. 


Its contents are divided into paragraphs arranged according to topics 
in alphabetical order. This obviates the need of an index, but leads 
to the necessity of many cross-references and to occasional repetitions. 
Thus, under the heading “Cornea, foreign body of the,” we find it 
stated, “ Where foreign body has penetrated into the tissue of the iris: 
iridectomy,” and practically the same thing under “ Iris, trauma of 
the,” while “ Foreign body ” is not given as a topic. 

In most respects the teaching is sound, clear, and as complete as it 
could possibly be made in the space allotted. The three pages devoted 
to “ Specific Treatment, Antisyphilitic Treatment,” for which the au¬ 
thors express their thanks to Prof. Fournier, contain a most admirable 
r6sum6 of the subject. In regard to the treatment for hyperopia and 
myopia, however, the attitude seems to be: If the patient must wear 
glasses, let them give him as little help as he will be at all satisfied 
with. For hyperopia they say : “For distant vision correct at most 
but the manifest hyperopia.” Only for aphakia do they advise the 
glass correcting the entire error. Again we quote: “Patient hardly 
ever tolerates permanently the glass completely correcting this myopia.” 
“ It is nearly always better for a myope to use no concave glasses for 
near vision.” 

Such an attitude toward these forms of ametropia is responsible for 
much unnecessary suffering, and, in so far as it is maintained, will place 
the work of the ophthalmic surgeon below that of the optician who is 
willing to sell his customer whatever glasses the customer chooses. It 
is a survival of the fear of correcting lenses, an error prevalent in the 
profession before the time of Donders, and which exact study of the 
subject of refraction should ere this have dissipated. Inability to rec¬ 
ognize the few defects of this kind may cause the book to do some harm 
among those not widely rend on the subject, hut on the whole it will be 
useful. 

It is a work that deserves and ■will have a wide circulation among 
general practitioners, and may also be read with great benefit by the 
specialist. It is neatly printed in convenient form to carry in the 
pocket, and the arrangement of matter and selection of type are such 
as to make its contents quickly available to any one. E. J. 


A Text-Book ox Mental Diseases. For the Use of Students and 

Practitioners of Medicine. By Theodore H. Kelloog, A.M.,M.D. 

New York : William Wood & Co., 1897. 

The work before us is a large volume of seven hundred and fifty-nine 
pages. The object of the book, as stated in the preface, is “to set forth 
in a condensed but comprehensive manner the present state of the science 
of mental diseases. The book is made to embrace the wide range of the 
history, statistics, nosology, etiology, clinical course, symptomatology, 
pathology, diagnosis, prognosis, and treatment of mental disorders. An 
attempt has been made to introduce such clear and systematic subdi¬ 
visions as would best tend to facilitate the comprehension of the whole 
subject and render the book available for students and practitioners of 
medicine. The book aims to be a practical guide to the diagnosis and 



